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YAK,HAHUHICIPAL 
COURT

t
IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT.FOR THE CITY OF.YAKIMA IN AND FOR THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON AND YAKIMA COUNTY

tn Re:

RouinrsrRATrvE oRDER No. 2o2o-01

EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION.
coNcERNTNG susperudroN oF

I

CrRLJ 2.2(S\. DURI NG RESTRICIONq
ON COURT OPERATIONS.DUE.TO.,. '

PUBLIC HEAITH EIUENCENCY

ORDER TEMPORARTLY SUSPENDING
- r GrRLJ 2.2 DTSMISSALS

_t
WHEREAS, a State of Smergency has be6n dectared by thd President of the

I

United States;,the Governor of the State of Washirigton, the Board of County

Commissioners for Yakima County, the City Council'for the City of Yakima and the

Yakima Health District due to the Covid-19 outbreak; and

WHEREAS,.!n light of this public health emergency, this county remain's in a

modified Phase I of the'Governor's Safe Start.plhn for lifting restrictions on indoor

gatherings of persons outside a househotd; and.

WHEREAS, Covid-19 is known to be highlybontagious and easily transmitted in

enclosed spaces like courtrooms and jury rooms of thi5 court; and

WHEREAS, the Washington State Supreme Court has granted presiding judges

across Washington the a0thority td effectively administer their courts in response to this

state of emergency, including authority to adopt, modif,and suspend cou.rt iules and

orders as warranted to addressthe emergeniry conditioris (see AMENDED THTRD
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REVISED AND EXTENDED ORDER REGARDTNG COURT OPERATTONS NO.

8€26 filed May 29,2020); and . . /

. WHEREAS, this,and.other courts statewide have.modified court

operations to,include resetting cases by summons in'lieu of issuance of.bench warrants

when personal appearance by out-of-custody dgfendants is prohibited during.tie.puOlic

health emergencyt 
"nA ,,

WHEREAS, CrRLJ 2.2 (S) mandatels that "Faiture to lssue Warant-Dismibsal.

Upon five days' notice to the prosecuting aftorney,-tfre court shatldismiss a cnarge
t

without prdjudie if (i) 90 days have elapsed Sin& the citation or complaint was fited

and (ii) on the ddte that the order of dismissal is entered, no wahant has been issued

and the defendant has not appdared in court."; and
{r

WHEREAS,.issuing bench warrants for individuals who have failed to

appear in court where persona! appearance is prohibited is irrational and contra to the

need to proLct the public, lawyers and couit stdff while maintaining modffiediourt

operations during the public health bmergency, thereSy abo rendering dismissal of

charrges upon failure to issue a bench pursuant to CrRLJ 2.2(g) also an irrationat act

during the publii heattlremergency,

t -;;;;;;',r,. HEREB' .RDERED:

Court rute CrRLJ 2.2(g)is suspended untit in- person appearan@s for out of

custbqy defendants in Yakima Municipat Court aie resumed, at which time this

Administrative Order will expire.

Dated this 3d day of August, 2020.
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Yakima Municipal Court
Susan J. Presiding Judge
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